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Title indicates topic
and suggests thesis

Hook

Introduction:
        James Joyce’s “The Dead” explores the theme of being alienated from one’s self. Gabriel, the

main character in “The Dead,” is a member of the Irish upper class in early twentieth-century Dublin.

Despite being surrounded by a rather conservative family and group of friends, Gabriel identifies himself

as progressive, does not believe in class distinctions, and promotes the idea of leaving Ireland to explore

the modern world. However, an analysis of Gabriel’s conversation with Lily, his speech at the dinner

table, and his thoughts when observing the snow falling all over Ireland reveal how Gabriel
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